Introduction
The incidence of foreign body inhalation into the tracheobronchial tree in hospital chest units is about twenty cases annually, the Removal of foreign bodies by rigid bronchoscopy under general anaesthetic with adequate preoxygenation, followed by physiotherapy and antibiotics, has been shown to be safe and effective, usually obviating the need for surgery.1'3 Early bronchoscopy in this case might have allowed removal of the tablet and effective treatment of the pneumonia. We would remind clinicians caring for old people to be aware of the possibility of covert tablet inhalation as a rare, but potentially treatable, cause for pneumonia which fails to respond to usual therapy, particularly in the right lower lobe, and to arrange for prompt bronchoscopy where bronchial obstruction is suspected.
causing fatal pneumonia. 
